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About seven years ago, Jelt Dinkle,
President ol Eco Custom Homes, mught
the green Iulg_ “Where [ am lr'n'iny is a result
ol the Southface Energy Institute and the
EarthCralt hilihiing program, While training
with Southface and !uxlrning the EarthCraft
principles, my eyes were opened to a new
phi losophy about 1'>1lill|ir1g green and creating
energy-efficient houses,” Dinkle explains.

'|}_|=I‘1)', Feo Custom Homes prillvs itsell
on a reputation for qualit}-‘ and caring for
the community and the earth. Focusing
mainly on |1i}:{h-cnd, custom new home
construction, Eco Custom Homes are
100% built to EarthCraft standards. Dinkle
claborates on the company’s philosophy:
“We believe that it is very important to use
products that are g”“‘l tor the environment.
As a leader in sustainable custom homes in Atlanta, we also use Old
World L'mi'tsm.mship to kL‘L‘p our homes ‘]u‘rim]' in detail, but updm'l-
interior spaces to hit today 's modern lifest ‘\'|(‘.-',“

That combination of detail and (|Li.11il}' is also seen in the fact that
and each lot is a

cach Eco home is dc.\igm-d uniquely for its lot

“We helieve that it is very important to use products that are good for
the environment. As a leader in sustainable custom homes in Atlanta,
we also use 0ld World craftsmanship to keep our homes ‘period’ in
detail, but update interior spaces to fit today's modern lifestyles,” says
Jeff Dinkle, Eco Custom Homes.
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I't‘gislvrwl wildlife habitat, Dinkle adds: “We take great measurces
to make sure our new homes have similar design characteristics to
the surrounding neighborhood, so they ‘fit” the neighborhood while
not t{iminishing the enjoyment and value of the existing residents.”
R(‘('t‘l!ll_\', Eco has focused hui]thng in the areas of North Buckhead,
the new city of San(]'\' Springs and the historic ncighlmrhuml ol
Virginia-1 ]ighhmi.

Ht‘_\'nnd the obvious outward details, the real fine [)ninl.\' in Eco
Custom Homes would have to be behind what meets the eye, “We
are L‘{:n.\itanll) trying to |)u.~i|1 the green limits,” Dinkle L'xlein.\'. “Itis
so important for today’s new homes to be efficient, and to be healthy

not ml|}' for the home hul\'t-r, but also lor the greater L'(llllll'lll]llll'\'.“

Dinkle says that to be successful with an unvrgy-cilfit‘icnl or green
house, the |)|1i|r.}.~'0p}'l_\' must extend thmughuut the systems the houses
as well as in its hui]:iing (|1|a|it}-' and the pr'mim‘ls used. Rainwater
retention is high on his list, especially with the Atlanta-area’s severe
:|I'Unghlh in 2007. “We also work with superior green Pl'ntllll'l.'-i like
recycled paper countertops, top-of-the-line spray insulation, and low
VOC, or ceramic-based paints.”

While most of Dinkle’s clients, the home buyers, are umd[|_\' well
versed in the green movement and environmentally focused, he does
admit that sometimes it has been difficult to find the righl partners
for working with the products that set Eco Homes apart from the
rest of new home construction in the area. “We found an alternative
countertop product, made in the Pacific Northwest, and it was a

challenge to find someone here to install it correctly. But, after that



lcarning curve, and the training, if a manufacturer or craftsman is
r(’a”_\_' thl‘]‘l, thi'}' understand that thisis the way of the future and l}u"\-'
embrace the new technologies and new products. It's a real trickle
down effect and there are then benefits for all of us in the Atlanta
community as a result.”

Dinkle says that his company is constantly rescarching, testing and
implementing new products for their homes. This practice furthers

their efforts of reaching the goal of building zero-energy usage homes.

[n 2007, Eco Custom Homes was successful in attaining their goal of

achieving 100% EarthCraft Gold Certification for cach home they
built. All Eco homes carn the ENERGY STAR label as independently
verified by a third-party to ensure they meet Energy Star’s efficiency
guidelines,

In the Virginia-Highland project that was recently completed, rain-
water is the main source for the irrigation system witha ’5[)()-gn|l('m
above ground tank collection system, Eco also uses radiant barricr
roof decking leaturing the product Tech Shield a transparent,
flexible, nonconductive protection coating that molecularly bonds to
all surfaces. It waterproofs, rustproolfs, resists ozone and ultraviolet
rays, protects clectrical wiring and terminal connections, prevents
mildew and provides adhesion for slippery surfaces.

On-demand hot water systems are standard for each Eco home. This
is of particular importance to | dinkle: “For several years, we worked
with manufacturers to design systems that solve a number ol issues
that large homes have with these on-demand hot water systems. In
the standard hot-water system, lhmugi! you may not need it, you are
heating and re-hcating the same water numerous times cach day. That
is unnecessary and wasteful.” The solution: tankless llcdling technol-
ogy — a more elficient way to heat water while saving money and

recapturing valuable storage space. Using the latest in gas t(*(‘hnulug_\j‘

this system heats water on-demand and delivers an endless sllppl_\' of
hot water for as l{mg as the homeowner needs it.

HVAC is another area that Dinkle has focused on and that he
says offers a great beneht when .1pp|‘l_1.1chu(i with (\’rﬁl'it’n("\' in mind.
“When vou look at the tonnage rate and savings of an etheient system
with g(::':d insulation and air lighlmws, the n'.l\'ingh' almost pay tor the
Llpgra(ic. Builders have to think that way. The lcclmol(}g_\-‘ is not that
difficult, but the benefit is so great.”

Eco Custom Homes also feature thﬂlight’ﬁli touches tor better liv-
ing im‘]uding a central vacuum system that routes outside the |i\'ing
space to the garage, instead of to the basement (better air (111.11i1_\_' and
cleaner environment), And homes are also dt-signed to promote posi-
tive energy How using the ancient Chinese art of plat:(rment or IL‘ng
shui, So not ()nly do Eco Custom Homes lrui}-‘ feel goml lhc}_' are
good, all the way around, for the homeowner and for the community
and environment.

When asked \\'h}-‘ he is so passionate about
green built.iing. Dinkle doesn’t hesitate. “I
guess if you ask, ‘Has it been more prr:ﬁt-
able?” The answer would be no, but it's not
ai\\'a.}'s about that. I do this because it's the
righl lhing to do.” Dinkle’s p]li]()S(‘}Pll}' is far
l‘t’;u"hing and he l‘X]']I&iI]H that he believes
people with the means should set an example
lor everyone else in the market. “There is al-

» more [or me to learn about ,"

ways something
he adds. “There are more and more options
with green components, rainwater harvest-
ing, education, consulting, people will always
need houses, and energy is not getting any
cheaper. We just have to create more buzz
and educate more people about the benefits
of healthy living — not just for cach of us as
individuals, but for the earth as well.”
For more information, please visit

www.ecocustomhomes.com. W



